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L. L. Bozhko
Rudny Industrial Institute (Rudny, the Republic of Kazakhstan)
Government support for monotowns in the Republic of Kazakhstan
The objectives of the study are to identify the role of single-industry towns (also known as “monotowns”) in the 
economic development of the Republic of Kazakhstan, to determine the specific features of monotowns and to 
assess the effectiveness of government program documents aimed at supporting these entities.

A number of research methods were used, including logical, systematic, structural-functional, comparative 
analysis, statistical and index methods, economic forecasting and sociological surveys. Using these methods in 

combination allowed the researcher to consider the phenomena and processes, the dynamics and development, 
thus providing evidence as to the reliability of the conclusions obtained.

As a result of this study, distinctive features of the socio-economic development of monotowns in the Republic 
of Kazakhstan were revealed. In addition, an evaluation was made of the main program documents aimed at 
supporting the development of monotowns; and the factors affecting their further development were identified. 
Proposals have been made in this study with regard to best ways in which to improve the monotown manage-
ment systems both in terms of improving the program documents and in developing new evaluation tools.

The principal novel feature of this study is the identification of the main trends in the development of mono-
towns in the Republic of Kazakhstan. These trends reveal that, although monotowns do play an important role 
in the economy of the country, they also tend to develop in extremely uneven and inconsistent ways and are 
characterized by having weak economic diversification and a strong dependence on the town-forming enter-
prises, with these enterprises mainly being mining companies. The recommendations in this study are based 
on the need to improve both the administrative and economic methods used for the state regulation of mono-
towns. During this study, the feasibility of making adjustments in the current development programs aimed at 
supporting monotowns and the consistency of development programs were considered.

N. R. Balynskaya, A. G. Vasil’eva 
Magnitogorsk State Technical University n.a. G.I. Nosov (Magnitogorsk, Russian Federation)
Fiscal capacity of the city: the assessment of the influence on the sustainability of urban environ-
ment and the quality of urban living (the case of «second» cities of constituent units of the Russian 
Federation)
In this article, the results of the survey on the analysis of the competence of management of fiscal capacity of 
«second» cities of constituent units of the Russian Federation (the case of Magnitogorsk and Nizhniy Tagil) are 
presented in the context of the sustainable development concept. Having used a packaged approach, the au-
thors have brought light to the interconnection of the level of the «second» cities’ fiscal capacity and indicator 
values of ecological and socio-economic well-being of the analyzed area; the character and direction of this 
connections. Moreover, they assess the competence of management of the generation and usage of the finan-
cial opportunities by means of determining the indicator values of the areas’ fiscal capacity as of the current 
date and comparing them with optimum values.

J. Kaczmarek–Khubnaia
Institute of Socio-Economic Geography and Spatial Management, Adam Mickiewicz University (Poznań, Poland)
Regional politics in post-socialist states. Based on the analysis of Georgian
Since the fall of the Soviet Union, the post-Soviet countries have been undergoing general transformation 
processes. A change in state regime meant a complete reorganisation of political system. Main obstacles for 
the development processes and structural changes were legislative chaos, rise of nationalism, growing sense 
of separateness of regional communities, and a tense internal situation, often resulting in armed conflicts. De-
parture from centrally controlled economy, decentralisation of power and the subsequent reduction of the state 
care level has made the authorities (wanting to ensure sustainable development for all self-government units), 
start a development process of new regional policy framework.Since the fall of the Soviet Union, the post-So-
viet countries have been undergoing general transformation processes. A change in state regime meant a com-
plete reorganisation of political system. Main obstacles for the development processes and structural changes 
were legislative chaos, rise of nationalism, growing sense of separateness of regional communities, and a tense 
internal situation, often resulting in armed conflicts. Departure from centrally controlled economy, decentral-
isation of power and the subsequent reduction of the state care level has made the authorities (wanting to 
ensure sustainable development for all self-government units), start a development process of new regional 
policy framework. The aim of this article is characterisation of the regional policy of post-Soviet states on the 
example of Georgia. Due to the specific nature of the historic conditions associated with the 70-year affiliation 
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of the analysed country to the USSR, the author first refers to past regional policy framework, introduced by 
the Soviet authorities (e.g. economic territorial divisions or regional specialism) as the starting point and the 
determinant of the present regional disparities.The author then presents the characteristics of the present 
Georgian regional policy, in institutional and legal terms, by describing and evaluating its shaping process and 
the main documents defining key objectives (strategies, plans, projects, laws, et c.). Due to a strong difference 
in development between the post-Soviet states, caused by a different internal situation, international position 
(geopolitical position), economic potential and a degree of advancement in transformation processes, the anal-
ysis has been enriched by a comparison of regional policies of two former East bloc states, Poland and Georgia.

O. P. Kuznetsova, A. A. Kuzmenko, E. A. Yumaev
Omsk State Technical University (Omsk, Russian Federation)
Mega-clusters as a tool of interregional cooperation in tourists field
In order to diversify the Russian economy, it is necessary to pay great attention to the emerging sectors of the 
economy; with a systemic approach they are able to reveal their accumulated potential. Authors consider one 
of such industries to be the sphere of tourism. Russia has its own unique natural-recreational and cultural-his-
torical potential, which is not fully utilized, and it is confirmed with the relevant statistics. The authors propose 
to accelerate the development of tourism by raising the level of interregional cooperation from the position of 
using coexisting competition and competitive coexistence in tourist mega-clusters. Due to the lack of financial 
resources for separate regions for the tourism development, the implementation of this approach is effective, 
as it allows achieving savings of money due to economies of scale. The phenomena of coexisting competi-
tion and competitive coexistence in the tourism sphere presuppose the unification of the different regions 
authorities’ efforts for the joint implementation of projects. Regions joining forces on the basis of coexisting 
competition and competitive coexistence within the mega-clusters will allow each administrative-territorial 
unit to develop and improve its competitive advantage by asking a stimulus to the development of the other 
participants. This approach makes it possible to obtain other positive effects noted in the study. Thus, findings 
broaden the knowledge about the phenomena of coexisting competition and competitive coexistence in the 
regional economy, about mega-clusters as tools for interregional interactions in the tourism sphere.
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Defining Region
Regional studies are right in the center of scientific and political discourse at the moment; regional issues ac-
quire special significance in the countries with a transition economy. However, there is still no clear definition 
of the term «region». Due to its multifaceted nature, it certainly has natural, cultural, economic, political, and 
social dimension. At the same time, this term occupies a wide range of phenomena from small parts of coun-
tries to huge continental interstate formations. The goal of this paper is the analysis of various theoretical and 
methodological approaches to the definition of the region. The results can be used in further theoretical and 
applied research, writing theses in the field of economics and economic geography.
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